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“Men cannot improve a society by setting fire to it: they must seek out its
old virtues, and bring them back into the light.” -Russell Kirk

 
Much of the commentary you’ll read in modern newspapers is
consumed with finger pointing and the airing of grievances to no
end. Personally, one of the strongest temptations to disengage
from contemporary issues comes from that empty feeling after
reading the rhetoric. The fact is, our words either build or destroy.
Even if we don’t realize it initially, they are oriented towards
some end. 

What is the end that we seek?

As Christians, our end lies in restoration. Eschatologically, we
know that Christ will return to bring upon us a new heavens and a
new earth (2 Peter 3:13). We know that our bodies, now corrupted,
will soon become imperishable (1 Corinthians 15: 50). What does
this mean for us today?

It means we are called to restore.

Not only does Christ renew believers through sanctification, he
asks us to participate in his redemption here on this earth. We are
ambassadors of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:8).

Part of this task lies in determining what is broken, and then
asking: what is good? What is beautiful? What is true? Until we can
identify the things worth restoring, our task has hardly begun.
 
Those who contributed to this edition might not agree about the
nature of every problem, but our vision is the same. May our words
lead to greater restoration.
  

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

 
L I A M  S I E G L E R
E D I T O R - I N - C H I E F  
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"“I have not yet lost a feeling of wonder, and
of delight, that the delicate motion should

reside in all the things around us, revealing
itself only to him who looks for it.”

― Edmund Burke



Throughout the Old Testament, God establishes
his covenant promises through families. He shows
Abraham the night sky and tells him to count the
stars. “So shall your offspring be” (Genesis 15:5).
And God promises that through this endless
abundance of descendants, all the people of the
earth will be blessed (Genesis 12:2-3).

Within the kingdom of Israel, God declares
David’s reign an endless one, promising to raise up
offspring to succeed him. Through this line, God
will eventually bring the promised Redeemer, a
blessing to all nations (2 Samuel 7:8-16, Isaiah 11:1-
3). In the New Testament, the Angel of the Lord
visits the virgin Mary, and declares that through
her, God will Himself be with us (Luke 1:26-38). It
was within the design of a family – Joseph as the
father figure, Mary as the mother – that our Lord
and Savior was raised before his ministry, death,
and resurrection. 

How then can the divine importance of the family be
denied? 

However, families can exist without existing
according to God’s design. In his article, “Family,
Covenant, and Kingdom of God: Biblical 
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The family is the basic unit of society and must be
preserved. In a strictly secular and political sense,
the protection of the family is essential. Family is
the source of the next generation, and American
society especially is based on a perpetual striving
toward the betterment of tomorrow. Family is the
unit in which children are raised, where basic
concepts are taught, and where values are instilled.
It then becomes the unit from which adults are
released into society to contribute to the economy,
maintain their civil duties, and raise their own
children. This cycle demonstrates just how
important healthy families are to the maintenance
of society on the local and national levels. 

But it sounds so cold and scientific to speak strictly
in the secular and political sense. For when we
only observe that the family is integral to society,
we undermine why we must fight to protect it. We
must start by understanding this: the importance of
the family is not ultimately determined by society. The
“family unit” was not established to serve some
vague utilitarian purpose. How dehumanizing! No,
the family – a father, a mother, and their children
– is a God-crafted masterpiece through which the
Lord continues to work His wonders. 

THE HEAVEN-
FOCUSED FAMILY
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Reflections,” Chris Wright suggests that
“...composed of sinful persons, the family can
magnify the horrors of human oppression and
wickedness, and become an idolatrous substitute
for the true worship of God” (11). He goes on to
suggest that, even though the family is a central
aspect of God’s created order, “The entrance of
sin moves quickly from…between husband and
wife…to that between siblings, to the whole of
human society” (12).

The first human family did not become a
possibility until God established the partnership
between man and woman, husband and wife.
Only then did He bless them and lovingly
command them to be fruitful and multiply
(Genesis 1:28). This is His perfect design. But as
soon as Eve entertained the crafty question of
the serpent, “Did God really say?” (Genesis 3:1-6),
as soon as she sinned with her husband who was
with her, this design was undermined. Although
Adam and Eve went on to have children and
fulfilled the command to be fruitful and
multiply, their sin carried damaging implications
for their children. 

Wright explores how this sin manifests itself in
the life of Adam and Eve’s son, Cain, who
murders his brother in Genesis 4. He is
condemned by the Lord for his immorality and
blatant rebellion. Still, Cain goes on to have his
own family. The population grows and humanity
continues to multiply through him. However, his
family does not serve God, and they also reject
that which God has called very good. Wright
suggests that “The ongoing family of Cain
manifests a dual capacity for great cultural
achievement (in agriculture, music and crafts –
Gen 4:19-22), with simultaneous moral decline
(bigamy and boastful violence – Gen 4:23-24)”
(12). When Adam and Eve disregarded God’s
perfect design, when they sacrificed the very
good for the serpent’s lie, they welcomed a cycle
of moral decline into their home. Every child
and every generation now questions God’s
design. Society continues, but it continues
farther and farther away from the Father. 
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The God-designed family has been traded for
versions of human-construction. The world says
the family can be anything we want as long as it
benefits future generations. “Did God really say?”
After all, won’t life go on if husbands and wives
aren’t faithful to each other? Can’t a family with
two fathers progress American society?
Humanity may progress, but will ultimately
progress away from its Redeemer. Disregarding
God’s design when it comes to family is dangerous. Not
only is it entertaining disobedience, but it ignores
the greater damaging implications that come
from living outside of His order. 

The Israelites were God’s chosen people, and the
Mosaic Law differentiated God-serving families
from those of surrounding cultures. Wright
analyzes the Ten Commandments and how they
are established to protect families from deadly
sin-cycles. First, families are to be overseen by
parental authority (Wright 14). With this
authority comes the responsibility to raise and
protect children in love and impartiality. Second,
sexual purity requires adhering to the sexual
boundaries established by God (Wright 14) so that
the family does not spiral into perverted
understandings of love. Finally, God established
laws that might “...prevent families falling into
serious economic decline, or to rescue them…if
they had done so” (Wright 14). Families are held
in the assurance that God will provide.

When obedience to the Lord becomes the focus
of families, God has promised that everything
else will follow. In His commandments, He has
accounted for the internal and external function
of the family, and He desires us to be fruitful and
multiply according to His will. The house that
truly serves the Lord is automatically the house
that makes positive social contributions, it is the
house that inherently is prepared for the next
generation, it is the house whose every need is
overseen by the One who feeds the sparrows.
This is the house that is truly healthy and very
good. It seeks first the Kingdom of God and His
Righteousness, and, therefore, all these things to
it will be given (Matthew 6:33). 



SINCERELY, A
POLITICALLY

HOMELESS
CHRISTIAN

 
B Y  O L I V I A  E L D E R

Over the past year, I've taken a scary leap of faith
to keep up with what's going on and form my own
opinions. Through it all, I've felt lost, belittled,
stupid, and so beyond confused. But to be honest,
the most challenging part has been walking the
fine line between church and state. If God is the
center of my life, why would I leave Him out of
my opinions and hopes for my country? Within
the last few weeks, I've found myself pondering
whether or not I should even care about politics
since the Earth is not ultimately my home. It's
difficult when you care for everyone, but you
know this is not the final chapter of the story. It's
also hard when the world doesn't want to associate
with certain people, but you know for a fact Jesus
would have served and poured His love out for
them. Look at the two political parties. Look at the
Christians who fall on one side or another, no in-
between. Most of them genuinely want to have
nothing to do with each other. It's terrifying,
concerning, and upsetting because this is not what
God intended for His children.

Ultimately, the world and the Bible contradict
each other. This causes many problems among
groups of Christians and issues within the Church
itself. Recently, I posted some polls on my
Instagram story, asking questions related to
politics and the church. I had 150+ participants,
most between the ages of 18-25. I specifically
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Politics were something we never talked about at
family dinners. It just wasn't part of our family
"normal." I could name all the presidents and…
well, that's about it. The news was never on, there
were never arguments surrounding politics, and to
be honest, the discussion simply never happened.
I remember going to the polls with my mom as a
kid, and she would say that who we vote for is a
secret, best kept to ourselves. I don't know that I
fully understood why that was the case, but now
that I am old enough to grasp how fallen our
world is, I truly do.

I was a junior in high school when I began to
understand politics. Coincidentally, that was in
2020, the year COVID-19 took the world by
storm. My interest started primarily through
social media. Eventually, I began to see the influx
of political propaganda and opinions phrased as
facts all over my Instagram feed. I could not
remember seeing this volume of politics on social
media until COVID struck. It was on a whole new
level, one that was almost uncomfortable. Social
media was no longer about keeping up with
friends and family. After noticing these vast
changes in what I was seeing daily, I began to
retain information and question its credibility.
Yet, I honestly knew nothing and had no opinions.
To be real with you, I was drowning in what
everyone else was saying.



targeted young adults, since I feel this age group
most accurately understands these issues in a
contemporary way.

There were a TON of numbers, but they opened
my eyes to some huge perspectives that I never
fully processed. I have observed that a common
denominator between most Christians
(regardless of political affiliation) is that
everyone wants to base their political beliefs on
grace, love, and humility; and that it is okay to
disagree lovingly. These responses were a
positive outcome of my survey that genuinely
opened my eyes to the church's potential for the
coming generations. On the other hand,
something that concerns me is that 32% of the
Christians that participated in my survey claim
to be on one political side—and one side only.
This is alarming, since it indicates that these
people have very likely had bad experiences with
the opposite side and are unwilling to open their
mind due to these problematic experiences. This
is entirely understandable, but is this something
that we as Christians should allow happen? This
is a clear example of why many people are hurt
by the church and other Christians. 

This issue does not fall on one side of the
political spectrum. We serve a kind God who
loves us unconditionally. In the same way, we
should love others. This is a no-brainer, and it is
by far one of the most beautiful ways to show
God's love to those around you. In fact, it is the
second greatest commandment, as stated in
Matthew 22:37-40…

"Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' All

the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments."

In their article "Hope for the Politically
Homeless,” Chelsea Langston Bambino and Katie
Thompson describe political homelessness in a
Christian context; "Christians don't feel their
views are adequately represented by any one 

 

political party or platform. Too conservative for
progressives and too progressive for
conservatives, many Christians describe
themselves as feeling politically homeless." They
also note that political homelessness can "often
lead to a sense of deep frustration and questions
of identity." The article goes on to argue that the
antidote to political homelessness “is to focus on
Christ's redemptive calling for us to reform every
area of life toward his image." I highly
recommend reading this piece. It has given me
lots of clarity and has summarized many of my
thoughts over the past few years.

Yes, I am a politically homeless Christian. I am
loved by the Father, and so are you. My hope for
this article is that it would encourage those who
may be struggling with finding their place
politically and spiritually. Christians, in general,
let us practice loving each other as Christ loves
us. Let's put our differences aside and embrace
this common denominator that we share, basing
our political beliefs on grace, love, and humility. 

Sincerely, 
A Politically Homeless Christian
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2 Jesus’ character” (Rae). God is made known to
us through his Word, which is the source of
moral authority for ethics (Jones). Through
scripture, four truths about God’s character in
regards to injustice are revealed: God loves
justice and hates injustice, God has compassion
for the victims of injustice, God judges and
condemns the perpetrators of injustice, and
finally, God actively seeks rescue for the victims
(Haugin). God loves justice and will constantly
seek to end injustice. Justice, as one of the
cardinal virtues, simply means “fairness,” as well
as “honesty, give and take, truthfulness, keeping
promises, and all that side of life”(Lewis 79). God
is a caring Father, who looks out for the
powerless and maintains the welfare of the
vulnerable. 

According to C. S. Lewis, “moral rules are
directions for running the human machine” and
are not “something that interferes, something
that stops you having a good time” (69). Morality
consists of three elements: harmony between
individuals (conduct), internal harmony
(character), and the purpose of human life as a
whole (goals) (72). All three of these aspects must
be in top shape for a person to act morally. Lewis
uses an illustration of ships to further explain
what he means. To be a properly functioning
fleet, each ship must be in harmony so that they
do not ram into each other. 

 
B Y  E M M A  V E R R E N G I A  
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The Word of God is a lens through which one can
perceive what Christian morality is and how to
act. God is a loving father, who stands up for the
weak and oppressed, and who has created each of
his children with a very special purpose. When
thinking about a prenatal diagnosis of Down
Syndrome, Christian ethics offers an argument in
favor of the dignity and personhood of the
unborn child. Especially in the face of a world
where selective abortion is seen as a solution.

In Christian ethics, there are three parts to
morality: conduct, character, and goals. In order
for this problem to be remedied, these three
aspects of morality must be in tune with how God
would act towards people with DS. This problem
boils down to treating other human beings with
the respect and dignity they deserve. Although
Christian analysis and the Bible do not speak
directly of Down Syndrome as a disability, many
passages throughout scripture have to do with
caring for and defending those who cannot care
or stand up for themselves. God’s character, and
the magnification of it through Jesus Christ, helps
to illuminate how children and the most
vulnerable are to be treated.

For Christians, “morality is ultimately grounded
in the character of God -- that is, the ultimate
source for morality is not God’s commands but
God’s character…” which is “...further clarified by 

CHRISTIAN ETHICS AND THE
INJUSTICE OF SELECTIVE

ABORTION



However, unless each ship is maintained
internally, one cannot ensure that can happen.
All ships must agree on a destination, the goal of
their journey. If the ships intend to go to India
but instead end up in Boston, there is something
wrong. In the same way, Christians must ensure
their goals and purposes are aligned to ensure
upright action. 

To find how to properly respond to the reality of
Down Syndrome, one must look to God’s
character, and therefore, to his Word. Through
scripture, moral action can be discerned. Psalm
139 addresses God’s knowledge of, relationship
with, and plans for the unborn child. Verses 13-16
show that God “formed [the] inward parts” and
“knitted [the child] together in [the] mother’s
womb,” ensuring that the child is “fearfully and
wonderfully made." In knowing this fact, along
with the fact that God’s eyes “saw [the] unformed
substance” and also has “in [His] book… the days
that were formed for [them], when as yet there
was none of them," the life of the unborn child
greatly increases in worth. Even in the earliest
stages of development, regardless of genetic
makeup, the Lord had a purpose for the
undeveloped embryo (Kohlnberger III, Barker).
This is seen through Jesus Christ in his treatment
of children. In Matthew 19, Jesus commands his
disciples that they must “Let the little children
come to [him]... for to such the kingdom of
heaven belongs." The dynamic of this ancient
culture is reminiscent of today in how children
with Down Syndrome are often viewed:
dependents without a voice. However, Jesus’
attitude towards children is only welcoming and
protective. He reveals the mission of God’s
Kingdom – caring for the weakest. 

Discerning how to address the negative
perception of those with DS and their
marginalization through selective abortion
mustonce again come from an understanding of
God’s character. Psalm 146 praises God for:
executing justice for the poor, giving food to the
hungry, setting prisoners free, opening the eyes
of the blind, lifting up those who are bowed
down, watching over the sojourners, and
upholding the widow and the fatherless. God 

cares for the most vulnerable in any society,
provides them with what they need, and “is a
God of… all-embracing pity, socially and
personally, a God of moral exactness, who is
moved by the plight of the needy” (Carson).
Caring for those with DS requires that they are
defended from the harmful misconceptions that
arise in the selective abortion debate. For
instance, in Iceland, a country which has recently
been named the sixth-most atheistic nation in the
world and the “most godless country in Europe”
(Gunnarsson), 99% of DS pregnancies are aborted
every year (Government of Iceland). Icelandic
pastor Gunnar Gunnarsson says that “the way to
counter Iceland’s ‘elimination’ of DS and culture
of abortion will come through the Lord. He will
transform the hearts of individuals that will
transform a nation” (Gunnarsson). Only in this
way will hearts be transformed.

God impartially loves the unborn, has a heart for
justice, and upholds the vulnerable. Christians
must reflect the same heart. Through Scripture,
it is evident how God would care and advocate
for those with DS. The aforementioned moral
principles must be applied to how we support
and care for children with Down Syndrome. Our
character and conduct must be in line with God’s
when we approach this issue. Furthermore, the
synthesis of these two aspects will create a clear
course of action to follow. The simplest solution
lies in remedying the negative thoughts and
countering the biases of those with DS. This can
only be achieved through an understanding of
morality and the teaching of God's Word.
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The Taliban willingly gave sanctuary to al-Qaeda,
a Sunni jihadist group, to plan and prepare for the
9/11 attacks. Now, following a bi-partisanly
condemned withdrawal of US forces from
Afghanistan, the Taliban has regained control in
the country, much to the detriment of the
population living there. Before the Taliban regime
was back in Kabul, Afghanistan depended on
funding from other countries to pay for the
wellbeing and survival of its populace, but now
that a terrorist entity is back in charge, countries
are rightly hesitant to lend money to a known
aggressor, especially when those funds can be
diverted for terrorist purposes despite their
righteous intentions (Maizeland) . Individuals in
public-sector jobs have not received pay for their
services in months, and this is particularly
alarming for those who work in healthcare, where
medical facilities have even been permanently
shut down (Maizeland). It has also been
documented that 3 million people are
malnourished. As the conditions for life rapidly
decrease, it should be noted that socio-economic
hardship has been a known accelerant to terrorism
in the region.

Moreover, Afghanistan is still replete with
terrorism, and as a result of the drawdown of
forces, the intelligence community (IC) can no
longer track it as they could in the past. To deter
terrorism in Afghanistan, the US is relying on a
method called “over-the-horizon” strike
capability. This is the idea that counterterrorism
can be conducted outside the geographic confines
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Every couple of years, there is a shake-up amongst
top Pentagon brass. One of the active-duty
military’s top posts is the commander of US
Central Command (CENTCOM). This is a theater
command and one of six geographical combatant
commands. CENTCOM covers an area-of-
responsibility (AOR) that spans 21 countries, from
Egypt in the west to Kazakhstan in the east.
Between these nations are the regional hotspots of
Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, and Iran. The
commander of CENTCOM is in charge of all
personnel and every operation that takes place in
the AOR from all domains (sea, air, ground,
cyberspace). Early this year, President Biden
tapped now General Michael Kurilla to the
CENTCOM post, replacing Marine Corp. General
Kenneth McKenzie. 

Kurilla has a weighty assignment. The military has
made a strategic shift in global force posture to the
east (China and Russia), and it is imperative that
the American government prioritize the current
and future challenges emanating from this region.
However, doing so does not mean we have to
ignore the important role CENTCOM has to play
in the grand scheme of current military strategy.
This article will highlight three reasons
CENTCOM must stay at the forefront of concern
for military planners and strategists. 

Afghanistan: Before 9/11, Afghanistan was
controlled by the Taliban, an oppressive and
violent hard-Islamist group that is radically
conservative in its interpretation of the Quran. 

CENTCOM IS STILL
A HALLMARK OF

US NATIONAL
SECURITY

 
B Y  S H A N E  S E E K A M P



of the country through surgical decapitation
strikes on terrorist leaders and their
infrastructure (Hamming and Clarke). There are
many issues to this approach, but for starters, it is
not a long-term strategy. When terrorist leaders
are killed, there are always successors. This
makes such strikes a waste of money and effort
because the issue is not being addressed at the
root. “Over-the-horizon” is simply a bandaid. It
does not emulate the level of intensity and
commitment needed to bring stabilization to a
country that poses an existential threat to US
national security (Hamming and Clarke). 

General McKenzie, the CENTCOM commander
before Kurilla, has stated that the Afghanistan
evacuation has made it harder to know if al-
Qaeda or the Islamic State are capable of
attacking the US (Baldor and Burns). All in all, the
US has a vested national security interest in
Afghanistan for the sake of the Afghan
population, regional stability at large, and
preventing possible safe-havens that would allow
terrorism to thrive. The war in Ukraine has
demonstrated that offensive action has political,
economic, and humanitarian consequences, all of
which can trouble the US and its allies for
decades to come.

Iran: This nation can only be understood in a
holistic context. Iran is not contained to Iran; it is
one of the most pervasive influences in the
Middle East at large and it has woven itself into
the nations of Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, and
most notably, Iraq. The nation is designated by
the US State Department as one of the top
sponsors of world terrorism. 

Iran’s influence in Iraq is a primary example of
this threat. When the Sunni terrorist group
known as Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS)
surged in 2014, the Iraqi Shiite leader (the
country of Iraq being split into Sunni and Shiite
factions) Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani called upon
the masses in Iraq to take up arms against the
rapidly advancing ISIS army. The result was the
formation of the Popular Mobilization Forces
(PMF), an umbrella term for several different 

 

militia groups that sought to rout ISIS. These
groups operated under different command
authorities and had different agendas (Nada and
Rowen). The PMF can be split into three distinct
groups. The first is beholden to the Supreme
Leader of Iran, Ayatollah Khamenei, the second
looks to Grand Ayatollah Sistani, and the third
reveres Muqatata al Sadr, one of the US’s top foes
at the height of the Iraq War (Nada and Rowen).

In total, approximately 60,000 men in Iraq
initially comprised the PMF, and in 2016, Iraq
legalized the PMF as a fighting force. This,
however, isolated the Sunni Muslims in the
population (Nada and Rowen). Sectarian strife
between Sunni and Shia Muslims became one of
the chief reasons Iraq quickly disintegrated into a
bloody insurgency upon the defeat of Saddam
Hussein in 2003. Such a move was devastating to
Iraqi unity to say the least.

Because of this situation, there is no Iraqi
military. The armed forces are severely fractured
and Baghdad does not have a consolidated
monopoly of force over its population. Iran has
leverage over several militia groups in Iraq, the
most notable being the Badr Organization. This
group seeks to project Shia power, both
politically and militarily, to the detriment of the
Sunni cause (Nada and Rowen) . The Badr
Organization is Iran’s oldest proxy force and has
connections to the Iranian Quds Force, an arm of
the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corp (IRGC)
(Nada and Rowen). The IRGC has been a
challenge for CENTCOM for decades, as it is the
global operating force for military affairs for
Iran. This group has supported Bashar al-Assad’s
murderous regime in Syria, Hezbollah in
Lebanon, Hamas in the Gaza Strip, and pro-
Iranian groups in Afghanistan (Veisi). During the
period between 2004 and 2006, the Badr
Organization conducted merciless attacks on
Sunnis in the midst of a sectarian insurgency
initiated after the invasion of Iraq, eventually
leading American General David Petraeus to
surge all US forces in Iraq to take control of the
situation there (Nada and Rowen).
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Iran’s malicious behavior in the region is
covertly and overtly destructive. As the debate
about whether it is worth brokering a nuclear
deal with Iran resurfaces, the CENTCOM
commander must continually assess Tehran’s
intentions, actions, and plans. He must also
evaluate the international security atmosphere in
the Middle East and its ramifications on the
other AOR’s under the Pentagon’s purview (in
this case, namely NORTHCOM, AFRICOM, and
EUCOM).

Power Competition: The US military of 2022 is
dramatically different from that of 2015. The era
of fighting guerilla-type insurgencies in the
Middle East has come to an end and the military
can now prioritize balancing and deterring near-
peer competitors (namely Russia and China) in
the East. In concert with Iran, China’s influence
is not contained to China, nor is Russia’s
contained to Russia. Both are continually seeking
influence in the CENTCOM AOR for their own
national interest and regional power. During
GEN Kurilla’s confirmation hearing before the
Senate Armed Services Committee, he
mentioned that 18 of the 21 countries in the
CENTCOM AOR have signed “strategic
agreements” with China, which is a testament to
the global prowess China has been building for
the last twenty years (PBS News Hour).
Additionally, Kurilla stated that the Chinese have
increased their spending by 360% in the Middle
Eastern region, maintaining their strategic
objective to reinstate the “One Belt, One Road”
(PBS News Hour). This project seeks to link the
Chinese to nations even as far west as the African
continent economically, politically, and
militarily. It is one of the ways China is building
its global influence.

In a move that should be alarming to CENTCOM
and other American leaders, it has been reported
that China is seeking a long-term deal with Iran
on trade and security (Dunne). Any assistance to
Iran from China makes it more difficult for US
policymakers to contain Iran’s nuclear ambitions
and regional terrorism. Moreover, this
aforementioned deal includes “. . .joint training 

 

and exercises, joint research and weapons
development and intelligence sharing. . .”
between Tehran and Beijing. Tehran would also
supply China with oil at a reduced rate for more
than two decades (Fassihi and Myers). 

China is the US’s foremost adversary and Iran is
one of the world’s leading sponsors of global
terrorism. Such a pact can only be seen as
destabilizing for the Middle East. It will certainly
contribute to the decreasing US hegemonic
power across the international spectrum. While
there is more to say about Chinese and Russian
interference in the region, there is no doubt that
the Middle East will continue to serve as a proxy
field of conflict between the US and the East.
That being said, CENTCOM is going to be a
premier theater for completing the Department
of Defense’s mission in the Pacific and Eastern
Europe.

Concluding Thoughts: The future of prioritizing
US national defense means keeping peace in the
Middle East. It is important to remember that in
the world of foreign policy, everything is
connected. What happens in one region of the
world may provide an impetus for an adversary
counterattack in another. Moreover, the security
and humanitarian challenges in the AOR
necessitate a planned, strategic US presence that
considers the surrounding cultures and
emphasizes their long-term wellbeing. This does
not mean building democracies, but it does mean
providing groundwork for stabilization in places
where corruption and terrorism thrive. While
CENTCOM may seem like the theater of
yesterday’s conflicts, it is in fact the theater of the
future.
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This temptation transcends every demographic on
earth, as well as borders and party lines. While the
Democratic party is often seen as the party of
increased government control, authoritarian
regimes with complete autonomy have often been
described as “far-right”, mostly in relation to their
social policies. Whether we admit it or not, those
of us on both the right and left would be more
inclined to support an increase in the scope of
government if it proliferated our views. The fact
remains that dictators have risen to prominence
through the extremes of both ideologies, often
reaching similar results in the process. Soviet
communism and the rise of the likes of Lenin and
Stalin came into being through an appeal to the
downtrodden laborer and slave of the exploitative
capitalist system—both distinctly leftist ideas. 

In contrast, Adolf Hitler, who vehemently opposed
Soviet communism, ultimately implemented a
fascist regime that represents the ultra nationalistic
extreme of Republicanism. However, the hallmark
feature of both Soviet Russia and Nazi Germany
remained one thing—control. While the
proclaimed ideologies and rhetoric undergirding
these regimes may have differed significantly, in
some respects the results are eerily similar. Simply
put, autocracy emerges when progress becomes
unilateral and control becomes centralized. Even
the United States, which has always proclaimed its
allegiance to the ideals of freedom and democracy,
has not always resisted this temptation. It has both
covertly and overtly supported authoritarian
regimes during the Cold War in an attempt to
forcibly squash communism abroad. Even in a
democratic system, politicians throughout 

THE UNIVERSAL
ALLURE OF THE

AUTOCRAT
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Our society is obsessed with control. Many of us
feel secure only if we have dominion over our
surroundings, as well as the ability to subtly (or
overtly) assimilate others into our way of thinking.
Whether we acknowledge it or not, the desire for
influence and ultimately domination is the
slithering serpent undergirding all of our
behavior. While democracy has been identified as
the system most conducive to governing a diverse
society, few of its proponents would in actuality
surrender the prospect of more control. 

This inclination isn’t unique to a few murderous
dictators, however. The prospect of defining our
own morality is inherently intoxicating. It allows
us to shed societal expectations and pursue our
own vision of human flourishing. Our self-worth
is affirmed in this process, allowing us to convince
ourselves that we’ve reached the pinnacle of
existence—intellectual validation. When taken to
the extreme, this mindset can manifest itself in an
obsessive power grab, which has been the catalyst
for some of the most egregious displays of evil in
human history—what we’ve witnessed most
recently in Ukraine is the kind of suffering that
unhindered power can bring about. The
poisonous allure of the autocrat leaves no heart
untouched.

This temptation transcends every demographic on
earth, as well as borders and party lines. While the
Democratic party is often seen as the party of
increased government control, authoritarian
regimes with complete autonomy have often been
described as “far-right”, mostly in relation to their
social policies. 



American history have harnessed the power of
populism to sway public opinion and distort
morality.

I recently watched a thought-provoking German
political satire titled Look Who’s Back, which
follows the exploits of Hitler had he suddenly
awakened in the 21st century shortly before his
death. In the film, Hitler travels across modern-
day Germany seeking to regain his lost prestige,
while everyday citizens simply assume he is an
actor, lavishing him with attention and providing
a platform that eventually allows him to reassert
his influence. Once again harnessing the power
of populism, Hitler hijacks the dissent of the
German people with their government,
promising salvation just as he did 80 years
earlier. However, the movie’s protagonist
eventually realizes that the man he has been so
enamored with is in fact the real Hitler, and
moves quickly to halt his ascendancy. In a
dramatic final confrontation, Hitler exposits the
primary message of the film and reminds the
audience of a sobering fact—he was elected in
1932 by the will of the German people. When the
protagonist accuses him of being a monster,
Hitler responds with a haunting sentiment:

“Am I? Then you must also condemn those who elected
this monster. Were they all monsters? They were just
ordinary people who elected an extraordinary man,

entrusting the fate of their nation to him.”
 

“Have you ever asked yourself why people follow me?
Because at their core, they are just like me. They have
the same values. You can’t get rid of me. I am a part of

you—a part of all of you.”

Many of us would initially recoil in horror that
we might in any capacity resemble such a
murderous embodiment of evil, but more
rigorous introspection likely reveals otherwise. 
 Specifically, this is the nagging urge to
marginalize those we may disagree with, to
actively seek the reduction of our political
opposition, and to stubbornly exist in a state of
intellectual arrogance. These impulses may be
small at first, but the case of Hitler and countless 

. 

other dictators throughout history remind us that
these temptations, when left unconstrained,
ultimately lead to destruction. Needless to say,
the implications of the film’s commentary are
terrifying, reminding us that our human
tendencies never truly change, despite how much
we believe otherwise. The enabling pillars of
autocracy are embedded within each and every
one of us.

Unchecked power will remain a danger for as
long as humanity exists as a community of
imperfect beings, accentuating the importance of
a divinely-defined, objective morality. When the
definition of human flourishing is left exclusively
to us, it inevitably becomes distorted and tainted.
However, when Christ comes again, we’ll be at
the mercy of a divine autocrat who isn’t callous
or self-interested. Rather, He has nothing but our
flourishing and salvation in mind, defined by His
own perfect, infallible decrees—one that can be
relied on with complete confidence and
complete faith. In the end, the allure of the
autocrat has no power over eternity.
             

 
“It would be folly to argue that the people cannot make

political mistakes. They can and do make grave
mistakes. They know it, they pay the penalty, but

compared with the mistakes which have been made by
every kind of autocracy they are unimportant.”

- Calvin Coolidge
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“For last year's words belong
to last year's language

And next year's words await
another voice.

And to make an end is to
make a beginning."

― T.S. Eliot



That reference to restore is built on forgiveness and
grace that comes to us when we confess our sin and are
reconciled to God. That is true restoration that gives life. 
 
For Gordon at this time, restoration calls us back to our
community and our mission. Being a part of a vibrant
Christian learning community is a privilege and an
opportunity of a lifetime. As we work together, we pray
for God’s guidance to restore the strength of our mission
and the joy that we have in pursuing God in all things. 

In a March email, you discussed the
administration organizing a student forum event.
Would you mind elaborating on this idea? What
is your heart behind it? Has it developed since
then? 

Dr. Jennifer Skaggs has been working with GCSA, other
campus leaders, and me on the details and we plan to
launch the Gordon Campus Forum later this spring. In
listening to students and others on campus this year, I
have heard a desire for guidance in learning to think,
reason, and discuss together. We live in an era when it is
common to avoid anyone with whom we do not agree.
That is not the imperative of the greatest commandment
we see in the Bible, that points us to love God with all
our heart, soul, mind, and strength and to 

Your first year at Gordon is almost over. What
are some of the most encouraging things about
campus life you have seen thus far? Do you have
a favorite experience? 

This has been a terrific year of celebrating some of our
campus traditions and programs. Gordon students
continue to demonstrate their deep commitment to their
Christian faith, strong intellectual inquiry, service to the
community and one another. I have enjoyed so many
experiences where students and our faculty and staff
edify each other by using their talents. 

Our theme for our Spring Edition is
“Restoration.” What does this word mean to you?
Especially in relation to Gordon College and
your responsibility as President? 

There is a Keith Green song “Create in me a Clean
Heart” that quotes from Psalm 51: 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 
 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 

PRESIDENT HAMMOND
ON RESTORATION,

NAVIGATING CONFLICT,
AND FUTURE PLANS FOR

GORDON
 

A N  I N T E R V I E W  
W I T H  T H E  G O R D O N  R E V I E W  S T A F F
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also love our neighbor as we love ourselves. We hope
these forums allow us to hear each other and come
together on the most important questions. 

There are obviously some controversial issues
discussed among students at Gordon College.
Without diving into the specifics, what is your
approach to handling disagreement and
conflict? Whether it's between conservatives or
progressives. One side of a theological camp or
another? Etc. etc. What tone do you hope to take
as President? Any advice to the student body
when these issues arise? 

Great question; I don’t know how innovative this is,
but I value the time and commitment that draws
people together, face to face, in person, when these
disagreements arise. Most everyone points to social
media as a cause of disagreement or
misunderstandings. We often fail each other when we
get information second-hand or from a distance. As
believers in Jesus Christ, we owe it to each other to sit
in proximity and listen to others.  

From your perspective, what is the biggest need
for growth at Gordon and how do you plan to
address it? 

When you say growth, that could mean quantitative
growth (enrollment, budget) or qualitative growth
(spiritual climate, academic quality, community).
While they are different, they are connected. I have
been focused on our enrollment and retention while
also working to build our sense of Christian
community. We have one of the strongest Christian
learning communities anywhere. Even when we
disagree, we are aimed toward deep intellectual and
spiritual learning. I recently completed a month of
travel, including alumni events in 12 different cities
around the nation. So many alumni testified that
Gordon transformed their life through deep learning
and true Christian discipleship. As we make our
campus culture even stronger, we will draw more
students into the Gordon experience.  

 

 I pray that we would show LOVE to one another   
 I pray that we might have WISDOM: thoughtful
discernment of the Word of God in all things.   
 I pray that we might be holy and filled with
HOPE in Christ 
 I pray that we might testify to God’s GLORY in
our lives. 

How are you praying for the Gordon
community as the year ends? How can the
student body be praying? 

In chapel at the beginning of the semester, I shared
these four prayers for the spring: 

1.
2.

3.

4.

I have prayed for these throughout the semester. In
addition, I continue to pray that every student who
comes to Gordon will leave here deeper in their
relationship with Jesus Christ. I also pray for our
faculty and staff—that they will be encouraged in their
work as they serve God through their calling at
Gordon. I also pray for peace and understanding in
our community as we seek to love one another.  
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It is a well-known problem in GCSA that student
engagement with clubs has decreased. Since,
COVID-19, student participation has notably
decreased across the board and has not picked
back up since. Similar trends have been observed
by students from other schools all across the
country, such as Midwestern State (Pettijohn),
California State (Ortiz), and Georgia Highlands
College (Williams). 

Lately, however, several new clubs have formed at
Gordon that have had much success amongst the
student body. Their promotion of passion,
creativity, and community is bringing new life to
campus in various ways, despite the struggles of
student participation as a whole. While not every
one of these clubs will appeal to the entire
campus, their unique focuses have something
valuable to offer. 

As someone who has been a part of clubs for most
of my time at college, I wanted to discover what
these new groups were doing at Gordon. I reached
out to the leaders of many of the new clubs
chartered over the past year to learn more about
their organization, passion for the campus, and
what they plan to do in the coming semesters.

CAIM

CAIM is Gordon’s official club for disability and
was founded last Fall semester. As a new club,
CAIM has been one of the most active student led-
organizations across campus. A few weeks ago
(March 28-April 1st), they partnered with the
Multicultural Initiatives Office (MIO) to organize
Living Disabilities Week. During this event series 

NEW CLUBS BRING
NEW LIFE TO

GORDON COLLEGE
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they showed a film, planned a workshop on
disability etiquette, hosted multiple speaking
events, and organized a student/alumni/professor
panel. “It really blew my expectations out in a
good way,” said CAIM leader Jackson Haskell. The
last time an event like this took place was in 2014,
he lamented, “which is honestly really crazy and
sad. We are hoping to bring this event back
yearly.” 

Leaders of CAIM want the club to be a place of
belonging for disabled students on campus. As
leader Mikayla Martin told me, this mission is
inherent in CAIM’s very name. The name has a
“dual meaning,” she said. It comes from “an old
Scots Celtic word, which means sanctuary, or
circle of protection. And then each letter stands
for something. Community accessibility,
inclusivity, and meaning.” As Martin continued to
explain, “we really want to provide that circle of
sanctuary, that circle of protection for students
with disabilities.”

CAIM has been holding bi-weekly meetings on
new topics each month. They hope to extend the
conversation on disabilities to not only people in
the disabled community, but to those outside of it
as well. As Martins explained, “I want to have as
many non-disabled people as disabled people in
these discussions, just because they have their
own perceptions and perspectives that are as valid
as the disabled perspective.” At the same time she
said, “I want the disabled community to be able to
have the focus and to have that voice because
often it's not amplified in the way it deserves…I
think that balance is important.” 

CAIM leaders Jackson Haskell and Mikayla
Martins are both passionate about what they do.

Their work has introduced important
conversations for the Gordon community, both
for right now and for the future. If you are ever
interested in learning more about disabilities or
want to support your peers at Gordon who are in
the disabled community, I highly recommend
getting involved.

 



 Jiu Jitsu Club

Jiu Jitsu Club is probably one of the most under-
the-radar student organizations running at the
moment, but its chartering last Fall was
nonetheless seen as a huge success for leaders
Tommy Yoon and Susan Wohlmuth. As Yoon
explained to me, it took him over two years to
make the Jiu Jitsu club a reality. Prior to
becoming established, he said, “there was an
immense amount of pushback by the board of
Student Life, GCSA, and the athletic department
due to the need for a coach and the guidelines
for sports clubs. I was eventually able to find a
coach, organize things, and submit an acceptable
club proposal.”

What does one do at Jiu Jitsu Club you might
ask? As Yoon elaborated, members “learn and
practice basic techniques of Brazilian Jiu Jitsu led
by [himself] and one of the coaches at INVICTUS
training center.” Jiu Jitsu is a defensive martial
art, he said, and “roughly translates to ‘the gentle
art,’ meaning the ability to fight without
accidentally hurting an opponent with striking or
hitting.” It is especially designed for smaller
people, “allowing them to be able to defend
themselves against a larger, stronger opponent.” 

Yoon hopes the club would be a place where
people can train safely, meet new people, and
learn about martial arts “all while glorifying
God.” He believes that Jiu Jitsu can be a form of
worship. “People may be able to build
themselves up and use their bodies in creative
and different ways,” he said, “using God's
creation of the body to the fullest extent
manageable. In that way, the practice of Jiu Jitsu
as a discipline may also be used as a way of
worship.”

If you are interested in martial arts on campus,
you should definitely check out Jiu Jitsu club.

Lighthouse

Lighthouse is a new club led by students Ayoyna
Speight and Grace Powell. As Powell explained to 
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me, Lighthouse aims to “affirm people’s identity
in Christ through creative expression,
encouragement, and the Word of God.” In
particular, they seek to use songwriting, theater,
art, creative writing, and dance to help stimulate
reflection and creative conversations on what it
means to be a “child of God.”

At the end of the day, said Powell, “we just want
to serve and grow in our knowledge of our
identity in Christ with you so we can further the
mission of God on the earth.” 

If you are interested in pursuing God through
the creative arts, Lighthouse would for sure be a
great club for you.

Poetry Club

Poetry Club has existed for quite some time on
campus. However, it was defunct until recently.
Its current leader is Luis Raoul Villalta-Santana.
If you know Luis, you also know that he is
eccentric, kind, and genuine. Poetry, in many
ways, complements the depth of his personality.

Villalta-Santana hopes that the Poetry Club can
become a place for people to “understand and
think deeply about the world and God from the
more intimate setting of literature.” He believes 
poetry can have substantial impacts for students
individually. “There are many different aspects
that you can take with poetry,” he said, “some of
those being philosophical in your view of life
and some of being practical in our reading of the
Scriptures. I think that it has deep and intense
value.” 

They have not had many meetings so far. As Luis
noted, he was thrown into the position and not
given a lot of information on how to run the
club. However, their largest event was a
smashing success. Poetry and Tea Club
combined forces for an event that had an
attendance of over 50 people. Students gathered
in the Tavilla Conference room for a time of tea
and poetry writing. I was in attendance, and I can
attest that it was a pleasant afternoon of 



reflection and creativity. I really enjoyed how
Luis facilitated the event. 

Overall, Luis plans for there to be more teaching
events in the future and hopes to build on the
foundation he’s laid this year, so that we can
“hear more student voices on campus.” 

If you enjoy poetry, you might just enjoy Poetry
Club. 

Tea Club

If any budget could tell you about the success of
an organization, it would be Tea Club’s. Recently
chartered at the end of the Fall 2021 semester,
the Tea Club’s budget went from $333 for Spring
2022, to $1,454 for next year. Either someone is
mooching off the generosity of GCSA or they
really do deserve it. 

Considering how popular they are, it is probably
the latter. 

The Tea Club is headed by students Emma
Carsey and Tyler Larson. As Emma told me, the
club is “designed to be a space in which students
from all backgrounds, majors, and cultures can
come together in ‘communi-tea’ to learn about
tea and the cultures around the world it has
impacted.”

During the semester, the Tea Club has been
hosting weekly meetings in the Tavilla
Conference room. Things have been great so far,
but space is becoming a problem. It is “slowly
becoming too small with the increase in
attendance each week,” said Carsey. Having been
to a Tea Club event, I can attest: the room is FAR
too small for the amount of people that are
coming to their meetings. Honestly, I have never
seen a new club become so popular, so fast. 

If tea is your thing (or even if it's not), go to Tea
Club for a fun time.
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Make sure to be on the lookout for events from
CAIM, Jiu Jitsu Club, Lighthouse, Poetry Club,
and Tea Club. Support them if you can!

 

 



I can’t believe it has been four years. 

I distinctly remember sitting in my parents’ room
holding the different college acceptance folders
saying, “Okay, it is Gordon. I am going to go
there.” I had no idea how vastly my life would
change, and how I would grow because of those
ten words. 

I came to Gordon in 2018. I was so young (but I
still feel like a kid most days), excited, and
honestly, terrified. I had been waiting to “grow
up” and go to college since elementary school.
Now that it was finally here, I couldn’t believe it
was time. 

My freshman year was filled with wonderful
experiences as well as heartbreak. I had classes
with amazing faculty members who encouraged
me to question and discover more about the
world than I knew before. I made great friends,
who led me to have a deeper walk with Christ. I
came to understand more about myself and
learned how to have fun even in the midst of
many difficulties. I also made some great
mistakes. I placed faith in my own abilities more
than the One who created me; I trusted the wrong
people and lost sight of Whose I was. That was just
year one. 

Sophomore year presented even more
opportunities for growth. The hurts from the
previous year were healed by the strengthening of
some close friendships. Like everyone else across
the country, COVID-19 had a significant impact
on life and school. In this time of overwhelming
fear and anxiety, my family made a conscious
effort to intentionally reconnect with each other.
Amidst the upheaval around us, our family grew
deeper in faith and love. 

 

A REFLECTION ON THE
LAST FOUR YEARS

 
B Y  M E G A N  H A Y N E S
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Junior year continued with this theme of
upheaval, not only in the world around us, but
especially on our campus. The year found
Gordon in a crossfire of social and political unrest
that permeated our classes, our Chapel, our
dorms, and our friendships. This year was fraught
with moments of frustration, deep hurt, buckets
of tears, and true friendship. In every moment of
deep loneliness or agonizing frustration, I knew
that I was loved by the Lord and supported by my
community. This group of people was formed by
the pressures of the outside culture and in these
moments of pain, we chose to thrive. These
people were, and continue to be my favorite part
of Gordon College. We have chosen to be friends
despite our different upbringings, majors,
preferences, political opinions, and, sometimes,
even in spite of our own personalities. 

The world does not grasp what is truly important
anymore. Society has become obsessed with
elevating the individual. However, what I have
learned these past four years, apart from hard-
earned academic knowledge, is that the best way
to be yourself is in community. This is not easy,
in fact, it has taken (and continues to take) a lot of
effort on everyone’s part. However, if the past
four years has taught me anything, it is the value
of being intentional with those you surround
yourself with and remembering to whom you
belong.

I’m a few short weeks away from packing up a
dorm room for the last time and saying goodbye
to many who have helped shape me for the
future. I’m looking to that future with excited
confidence, aware that no matter the
circumstance, I have so much more now than
when I first arrived my Freshman year. 

Thank you, Gordon, for helping in that process.
Thank you to every one of the people who has
been part of these last four years! Blessings on
your next chapter— I hope you are looking
forward to what’s next. Who knows how we might
change the world around us? 

 
 



other CCCU institutions requesting an exemption
from  the Obama administration’s
nondiscrimination policies. The uproar among
Gordon alum, faculty, and the student body was
enormous. A petition to reverse the college’s stance
garnered over 4,000 signatures (Francis and
Longhurst). Though the college stood by its
theological commitments, it did not address the
brewing situation on-campus life. LGBTQ+ groups
vigorously (but unsuccessfully) vied for
recognition, students protested, some faculty
members dissented, and many students transferred
to other schools. However, little was done to
address the tension within the student-body, which
left many individuals (both conservative and
progressive) cynical about the increasingly
disordered state of affairs.

The college’s response to the situation was mixed at
best. Though they refused to allow the recognition
of LGBTQ+ groups on-campus, stating they were
inconsistent with the school’s Student Life and
Conduct statement, not much was done to expound
on the value-judgements informing their decision
making process. In a 2017 chapel address, President
Lindsay discussed his journey after signing the
2014 letter. When the topic of homosexuality arose,
Lindsay is quoted as saying, “I don’t even want to
engage on this particular issue” (Hansen). Even in a
GCSA hosted event that same year, the college only
rearticulated its policies. Not the substance behind
them.

This is a posture characterizing much of the
college’s stance and has opened the door to an 

Without a doubt, Gordon College is one of the
most important institutions on the North Shore of
Massachusetts. New England is amongst the most
secularized places in all of the United States and as
the largest Christian liberal arts institution in the
area, Gordon has a profound opportunity to make
a substantial impact. Its commitment to the liberal
arts goes beyond the secular pursuit of knowledge.
Gordon seeks to foster an environment of faith
seeking understanding. Its commitment to a
reputedly Christian framework of learning leads it
to affirm higher forms of inquiry. Inquiry that is
not merely concerned with simple intellectual
questions, but the deepest moral and ontological
issues of our day. Christian “liberal arts” concerns
the whole of human life.

Why do I open with this exposition on the
importance of Gordon and the liberal arts? Well,
as I am about to explain, I believe there are
significant threats to this distinctly Christian
pursuit of learning. Gordon has been keenly aware
of these issues, but in the past has chosen to not
handle them in ways consistent with its
commitments. If you have been privy to the
drama surrounding Gordon over the past several
years, you probably know that I am referring to
how the college has handled issues of human
sexuality. 

Over the past several years the college has been
unwilling to lead dialogue, address the concerns of
students, and act consistently with its values. Much
of the drama began in 2014, when then President
Michael Lindsay signed a letter with multiple 

 
 

FOR IT TO ENDURE,
GORDON COLLEGE

MUST LEAD THE WAY
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increasingly tense campus environment on this
issue. Pro-LGBTQ speakers have been allowed
on-campus, such as David Gushee in 2015
(Leighton). Gushee spoke on human sexuality
and urged the audience to accept LGBTQ
affirming theological views—to a standing
ovation. In 2019, Gordon’s theater department
hosted the play, As I Am, which explored
questions of sexuality with a message that urged
the audience to accept affirming sexual
identities. In student life, there is evidence the
student-body has moved away from the school's
official view on sexuality. Data from a poll
conducted by the Tartan in 2021 found that 56%
of students say yes to the question, “is it
acceptable for Christians to be in same-sex
relationships?” (Hall) Evidently, the college as a
whole is not unified.

Issues of human sexuality are something that
Gordon cannot afford to ignore. For evidence,
look no further than the recent chapel
controversy. During this past Deep Faith Week, a
speaker made comments that were poorly
worded and hurtful for many. The college
questionably canceled the speaker for the rest of
the week, but that was hardly the end of the
controversy. Student groups across campus
posted statements in solidarity with LGBTQ+
identifying students hurt by the speaker's
comments, and many urged the administration
to stand with them in affirming this community
of students across campus. Later that night, a
group was allowed to use the chapel to voice
their frustrations. Many students used the stage
to affirm and celebrate queer identities. Though
I believe the college did not anticipate or intend
to sanction the use of the chapel in this way, it
nonetheless appeared as an indication the college
was moving away from its theological
convictions.

In response to much of the frustration about this
event, the administration sent out an email to
parents and alumni affirming their commitment
to its Statement on Sexual Ethics. While the
contents of this document solidly expounds on
the school’s stance on human sexuality, the
college once again failed to articulate a response
to the core issues impacting student life. Recent-

-ly President Hammond announced the  creation
of “All-Campus Forums” for important dialogue
to take place, but it is yet to be seen whether
issues of sexuality will be addressed. 

Gordon cannot claim to be a leading Christian
institution if it does not seek to lead the conversation
on some of the most important cultural issues of our
day.

As mentioned before, an integral element to the
Christian liberal arts is its dedication to pursuing
truth on questions surrounding the whole of
human life. Grappling with conceptions of the
self is one of the most important issues of our
time, not only because it instrumentally affects
how we approach culture, but more significantly:
it changes how we view the human person. 

Modern conceptions of the self and the Christian
conception of the self are simply not the same.
Expressive individualism seeks to affirm the idea
that identity is primarily a psychological
category, unmooring it from transcendent moral
and external values. Most conversations on
sexual identity today tend to operate under this
very assumption: sexual desire is not simply a
matter of activity, but a matter of identity. As
Carl Truman analyzes, today we view “sex [as]
something you are, not merely something you
do” (Truman).

Psychological conceptions of the self square with
traditional Christian interpretations of the
human person, which views human identity
primarily through the lens of the Imago Dei.
Humanity was created with immutable value that
roots itself in the goodness of God’s design.
Though humanity bears the marks of the Fall,
each and every person is nonetheless bound to
the moral order God created. While the
psychological does matter to some extent in
identity formation, it does not create reality or
serve as a substitute for constructing truth.
Humanity is called to seek after the good,
including in the area of sexuality that God
designed. For Christians, this task is part of
bearing the cross of Christ. Living a Christian
sexual ethic is not easy, but there is grace along
the way. 
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Gordon College has a responsibility to articulate a
Christian understanding of human sexuality that
is consistent with its broader commitments to a
genuine liberal arts education. It cannot ignore
the important role our conception of the human
being has on our understanding of sex. The two
are interconnected. 

But there are more issues at stake as well.
Refusing to articulate its position has important
ramifications for the school’s witness. This is not
simply an issue of intellectual diversity. As
affirmed by the administration’s own Statement
of Sexual Ethics, marriage is ultimately reflective
of the Gospel. The sexual act “serves to ratify the
covenant of marriage. It is the renewal of that
ongoing commitment to love the covenant
partner as oneself,” which makes sense only “ in
light of the male and female paradigm from
Genesis 1.” This covenant oneness comes in
“sharper focus with the New Covenant,” where
“Jesus, Immanuel, is the Bridegroom and the
Church the Bride [is] in union with Christ.” All
throughout the statement, its authors affirm the
centrality of the Gospel in God’s design for sex,
marriage, and relationships.

The college must continue to affirm this today.

Refusing to address the problems on campus
hurts its witness to the college's own community.
LGBTQ+ identifying students are expressly
frustrated and hurt with Gordon’s unwillingness
to expound on its convictions. For them, it
reflects an unwillingness for the school to take
them seriously as human beings. Though one can
see the interplay between theology and identity in
this very reality, it is nonetheless important to
realize that LGBTQ+ identifying students are on
campus and need to be acknowledged in
Christian love.

By acknowledge, I do not mean an affirmation of
a theological perspective contrary to the one
Gordon holds. By acknowledge, I mean the school
engages in a genuine dialogue with students about
human sexuality, participating with students who
struggle with these issues. It means leading the
way, compassionately, on how to respond to 

questions of sexual identity. It means stimulating
a robust environment where questions like, “how
do I reconcile feeling same-sex attraction and
being a Christian?” are asked in love, responded
to with grace, and ultimately wrestled with in
pursuit of what scripture has to say about
sexuality, the Fall, and the Gospel. 

However, right now Gordon has failed to engage
in these important conversations. The college has
allowed a tense environment to form where its
convictions are not respected, where its
statements are viewed hypocritically, and where
its Christian witness is routinely being
questioned. The damage is evident already. More
damage is soon to come if the school doesn’t
change course. 

This matters, because practically, if Gordon does
not choose to adhere rigorously to its Christian
identity as a liberal arts institution, it will not
survive. I have had conversations with parents
and alumni who are not pleased with the school's  
actions/lack thereof, and some who are deciding
not to send their children to Gordon. I know of
many faculty and staff who are hesitant as to the
direction of the college. For better or for worse,
Gordon cannot ignore the concerns of those of
the evangelical world who support it. Obviously,
conflict over matters of human sexuality is not
the only issue on the table, but it is a significant
one that has defined the college’s struggles for
the past several years. It must be addressed.

The Gordon administration must intentionally
have open and honest dialogues on how we as
Christians should respond to issues of human
sexuality. It must provide resources for students
struggling with their sexuality, whether that
struggle is the result of theological questions or
the personal hurt from the church. It must equip
students on how to respond to their LGBTQ+
identifying peers with integrity, love, and
compassion. 

With sexual identity being such a prominent
topic on our campus, Gordon cannot afford to
abdicate their leadership. They must lead the
way.
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“Thou hast made us for thyself, O
Lord, and our heart is restless until

it finds its rest in thee.”
― Augustine of Hippo, Confessions

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1427207


world, and to see reconciliation as a fixed and
permanent relationship with God. They are then
called to Christ-established ambassadorship. Gosh,
can you imagine that calling? I hope you can,
because it's yours.

We are called to step out on a journey to proclaim
this message of reconciliation. This sense of
reconciliation is God wanting to repave the bridge
that was once built between Him and his children,
his beloved creation. He wants our hearts, he wants
our hurts, he wants our joys, he wants our tears.
Begin to wrap your heart and mind around this:

God wants you right here, right now, even in all
the mess.

What is keeping you from knowing God to the
fullest?

Maybe it is the drug addiction, maybe it is the
people you surround yourself with. Maybe it is the
boy that you know is not the best to be around, but
you still want a relationship. Maybe it is hurt from
familial relationships. Maybe it is not feeling
perfect enough. Maybe you feel as though you 

RECONCILED TO GOD
 

B Y  M A R L Y  G R A C E  R O G E R S
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I have been on a journey. A journey of slowness, a
journey of transition, a journey that has valleys, a
journey that has mountains, a journey with a
raging ocean, a journey with smooth waters. I have
been on a journey. A journey of peace, a journey
of patience, a journey not just about myself – a
journey of reflection.

A journey does not just define one aspect or part
of your life. Rather, it encompasses your life in its
fullness.

Lord, reconcile my heart to yours. Seal my heart
to yours.

Reconciliation in our world is seen as placing a
band-aid on social injustices, on recreating a
bridge that was never created in the first place. It
makes looking at the Bible’s idea of reconciliation
quite challenging because we see it as a quick and
temporary fix. However, God sees reconciliation
as an entrance into an eternal covenant with us.

In Paul’s letters to the church in Corinth, he
challenges the members to leave behind the
world’s perspective of Christians and of Christ. He
challenges them to be in the world and not of the 



have not accomplished enough to be with God.
Maybe it is the recent mental health diagnosis
you do not know how to handle.

Know this, where the Spirit of the Lord is there is
freedom. There is salvation. There is
reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 6:2 says, “See, now is the
acceptable time, now is the day of salvation.”

Today, right now, this very second, you can say
yes to God and allow Him to meet you where
you are. He is waiting.

Here are a few challenges if you are scared to
meet God where you are:

Journal why you feel unworthy. Write it down
and get it out. Maybe you need to speak with a
close friend or a family member–do it. Be bold
in calling out your fears.

Walk it out. Get in nature. Learn to be outside
again in a world where we have come to worship
isolation.

Create. Do not be scared to try something new
and fail. Like the TikTok says, "sucking at
something is the first step at being sort of good at
it."

Next, read 2 Corinthians 5-6:2. Circle or
underline how God renews you. Highlight ways
you see him loving His creation.

Pay attention to verses 17-18. Meditate on the fact
that you are forgiven. You are seen. You are
loved. You are made new in Christ.

You are worth it. Don’t hide behind your fears
and your shame. Step out and take a hold of the
reconciliation God is extending.
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Read my prayer from May 2019 when I was
going through 2 Corinthians:

God, I’ve been avoiding you, perhaps yes. I have
because I feel like I can’t get through things. I feel

alone. I feel tired, so I avoid being still with you. Please
forgive me. Please lead me to let go easier, to be quiet,
to be strong. Lead me deeper into a relationship with

you. I am turning to you.

Know this: He wants you, all of you.

 

 



Trajectory theology is starting to become more
prevalent in Christian circles today, but it is not a
term everybody is necessarily familiar with.
Therefore, I will begin with a definition.
Trajectory theology looks for the underlying
principles of the biblical texts rather than making
a literal interpretation of the words on the page. It
“seeks to locate a topic within the text and follow
its ‘trajectory’ through Scripture to see how God is
working to ‘redeem’ that topic…” It requires “a
strong understanding of the culture in which the
scripture was written” (GotQuestions.org).

To better understand trajectory theology, it is
helpful to see how it has already been applied to a
scriptural issue. For example, in Leviticus God
gives the Israelites a list of animals they can and
cannot eat (Leviticus 11). While scholars debate the
purpose of these food laws, they do not debate
their existence. By the time we get into the New
Testament, we hear our Savior say, “A man is not
defiled by what enters his mouth, but by what
comes out of it” (Matthew 15:11). After Christ’s
death, resurrection, and subsequent ascension, we
read in Paul’s letter to the Romans that Christians
should not pass judgment on either the brother
who eats all things or the one who abstains, as they
both act to the glory of God (Romans 14:1-6). 

THE BENEFITS
AND DANGERS

OF TRAJECTORY
THEOLOGY
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Summarizing, then, the trajectory of food laws,
we see that many foods are banned in the Old
Testament. By the New Testament, Jesus hints
that the food laws are no longer binding, and by
the time our Savior rose and ascended, the laws
had been fulfilled in the New Covenant.

One may wonder why Christ, who said that
neither “one jot or one title shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18
[KJV]) should revoke the dietary laws, and it is a
reasonable question. Scholars who hold to
trajectory theology have no issue with this.
Nathan Busenitz, professor of Historical
Theology at The Master’s University since 2000,
argues that when approaching the food laws, we
must consider three thongs. First, we need to
understand original cultural context. Secondly,
we need to consider the theology; what was God’s
purpose in issuing these laws? Finally, we should
ask how the issue will affect our lives today
(Busenitz).

As Professor Busenitz argues, the dietary laws
were established for cultural reasons. The nation
of Israel was to be separate from the cultures
around them. They were to “make a distinction
between the clean and the unclean” (Leviticus
11:47) so that they could approach the Holy God
(Busenitz).

Turning to God’s purpose in the laws, Professor
Busenitz points out that the theme throughout
the book of Leviticus was for the people of Israel
to become holy, even as God was holy (Busenitz)
(Leviticus 11:44-45, Leviticus 19:2, Leviticus 20:26).
These dietary laws were only in place to facilitate
the sanctification of the Israelites.

We turn now to the final question of how this
affects the lives of Christians today. For
Christians, we are to be holy as God is holy (1
Peter 1:16), but this no longer entails following the
strict food laws (Busenitz).

Now we have a massive set of laws in the
Pentateuch that no longer seem to apply to us
today. However, we know that “All scripture is 

 
 



breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Trajectory
theology provides us with a framework for using
those old laws for teaching, reproof, correction,
and training in light of the blood of Christ.

While trajectory theology does have its benefits,
and may even be a useful approach to the
reading of the Old Testament, we have to be
very careful when using it. Trajectory theology
may help us see the foundations behind the
commands in scripture, but overuse may also
lead to moral relativism. There is a danger that
we will no longer see any of the Biblical
commands as firm, but instead interpret them as
culturally specific. Lists of vices given in Romans
chapter one, Galatians chapter five, 1 Corinthians
chapters five and six, and other numerous lists
become merely suggestive. We begin to see these
sins as evil only in specific cultural contexts.
They begin to seem hardly applicable to twenty-
first-century America, even though the Bible
clearly condemns such practices, beliefs, or
indulgences regardless of cultural norms.

Trajectory theology provides us with a
framework for interpreting the theological
underpinnings of the laws of God, but should not
be used to make a case for moral relativism.
Theological underpinnings do remain fixed, but
this does not mean we neglect specific scriptural
commands merely because we think they were
given only for a certain culture, time, or place.

How then, do we differentiate between those
biblical commands that are culturally specific,
and those commands that are built upon the
same foundations but transcend culture? If we
examine the scriptures, we see certain practices
or beliefs condemned repeatedly throughout the
Old Testament, and then again in the New
Testament. Divorce is one of these issues. In
Genesis, it is established that a man is to leave his
parents and become one flesh with his wife
(Genesis 2:24-25). In Malachi, God says blatantly 

“I hate divorce” (Malachi 2:16). And by the time
we reach the New Testament, we find Jesus

condemning the practice in Matthew (Matthew
19:1-12). While there may be cases in this fallen
world where divorce proves to be the lesser of
two evils, the Bible plainly affirms that it is evil
and no cultural differences can change that.

In sum, trajectory theology can be a useful tool
for working through parts of the Mosaic law. It
can help us find the underlying principles by
which God wants us to live without becoming
lost in a different culture. It is, however, not a
moral tool and should not be used to call good
that which Scripture calls evil, or vice-versa.
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It is serious business to be a Christian. It involves humility in confession and
repentance, the laying down of your life, the taking up of your cross, and
setting your mind on things above. One important part of this walk is our call
to live in compassion. However, without the knowledge of Christ’s compassion
towards us, our compassion towards others can only fall embarrassingly short.
How can we be compassionate? The answer lies in remembering how in Christ,
God forgave us (Ephesians 4:32). True compassion comes from a knowledge of
God and a knowledge of others.

The compassion that Christ has towards us and that we ought to have towards
those around us comes from a deep knowledge of others. God’s Word says,
“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are
—yet he did not sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Christ’s compassion does not come from a
place of lofty judgment, but it comes from a deep comprehension of what it
means to be human. Because he was himself human, Christ can sympathize
with our weaknesses, and he shows compassion from this sympathy. One
reason why God’s care towards us is so touching is that it is not a common
compassion that goes to every person, everywhere. You would not feel loved if
you received flowers from an unknown someone who did the same to
everyone else. This affection is universal and lacks relationship. However,
receiving flowers from your spouse of 50 years holds an entirely different
weight. This is one of the reasons why marriage is used to show the mystery of
Christ and the Church (Ephesians 5:31-33). Christ, like a husband, knows his
people intimately and loves them personally.

UNDERSTANDING
COMPASSION

 
B Y  E M I L Y  M A R C O T T E

31  |  GORDON REVIEW FAITH



32  |  GORDON REVIEW FAITH

In the same way, to show compassion we must first seek to understand. A lack
of understanding breeds judgment and creates distance. In contrast, drawing
close to and seeing the pain of another can establish true care and compassion.
I fear that we spend so much time in conversation about people who are
different from us without truly knowing them. How quick we are to say with
confidence that people who voted for Joe Biden are unintelligent! Or that
someone who uses paper straws to save the planet is a wacko! It is easy to
name-call people who are different from us because we don’t understand. How
do you expect to have a good, gospel-centered conversation with your atheist
coworker if you talk so poorly about atheists with your Christian friends?

The idea of being a “safe space” for someone is widely accepted in the western
world but mocked by many on the Christian right because it is too “woke.” But
before we bash the term, let's consider it – not from a Republican or
conservative perspective, but from one of a Christian (because remember, we
are Christians first and above all else.) Consider how your judgment of other
perspectives and people can create walls. This would not be a big deal if our
goal as Christians was to live cut off from the world, however, our commission
is to “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). This call is impossible
when we look down upon those from metaphorical “other” nations. 

Thankfully, there are many avenues by which to share the gospel. The faithful
engage in street evangelism, homeless ministries, pastoring churches, and in
teaching college students. Sharing the gospel can look different depending on
our position in life, our giftings, and our callings. On the other hand, we can all
engage in the ministry of friendship and compassion towards those in our lives.
Consider the benefit of becoming a safe space for another image-bearer of God
to share their burdens, describe their pain, or celebrate their accomplishments.
This frees you to engage in gospel conversations from a place of authentic trust
and care. 

Deep compassion grows from this knowledge, but it is hindered by our quick
judgments and crude jokes. We should put away the old self, which makes jokes
at the other’s expense or groups people into categories. Instead, put on Christ,
who intimately knows his people and shows real compassion for them through
his understanding.



Q: How does holy baptism remind and assure you that
Christ’s one sacrifice on the cross benefits you
personally?

A: In this way: Christ instituted this outward washing
and with it promised that, as surely as water washes
away the dirt from the body, so certainly his blood and
his Spirit wash away my soul’s impurity, that is, all my
sins. (Day 26, Heidelberg Catechism)

What a shame that not every Christian is
instructed by a formal catechism, and what a
shame that a Baptist didn’t write the Heidelberg
(one did alter it for Baptist purposes in 1680, but
the original credit for such an elegant work is a
covetous thing) (Collins). I myself am a member of
the Baptist tradition, and as a child, the practices
of confirmation and catechism were unfamiliar
(and in my mind, exclusively Roman Catholic).
For many of today’s Baptists and those of other
low-church evangelical traditions, catechisms
aren’t to our taste. However, they are truly a
wonderful means by which theology can be
explained to the Christian, and you’ll find they are
often beautifully written. Of late, I have found
comfort in the Heidelberg Catechism’s assurance
to us that ‘as surely as water washes away the dirt
from the body, so certainly His blood and spirit
wash away my soul’s impurity’ (Ursinus).

Baptism, what an exceptional doctrine! But my,
how complicated it can become. I have met few
Christians who try to downplay the glory seen in a
new believer proclaiming their trust in Jesus. Yet
few care to treat baptism as much more than a
formal, public profession of faith. Increasingly, I
am losing confidence in myself when I say that I
do not believe baptism is ‘necessary’ for the
Christian. I fear that incessantly questioning the
necessities of salvation leaves a streamlined yet
insufficient soteriology that neglects the
commandments of God. For Scripture does not
teach ‘repent and be baptized to publicly affirm
that repentance,’ but rather, ‘repent and be
baptized for the forgiveness of your sins’ (Acts
2:38). But am I not a reformed man? And could I
be here insinuating that baptism is in some way
part of our salvation!

If I advocate for a higher view of the ordinances,
have I begun assaulting the doctrines which form
the foundation of Protestantism, those of
Justification Sola Fide and Sola Gratia? Not so! As
another Baptist by the name of C.H. Spurgeon
says, our salvation is all of grace, and I daresay
even the ordinance of baptism is included in this
grace. In the First Epistle of Peter it is written:

I, A BAPTIST, TREAT BAPTISM AS
SALVIFIC (SOMEHOW)
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The longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah
while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that

is, eight persons, were brought safely through water.
Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves
you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an

appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. (Emphasis mine)

 
Here the doctrine of Baptism and the Flood story
are explicitly united. Both are founded upon
three things: the faithfulness of God (Gen. 8:1),
the faith of the Believer (Heb. 11:7), and the grace
of God (Gen. 6:8). As with the Flood, baptism of
the faithful (‘in which a few persons are brought
safely through water’) involves a tangible aspect
alongside a spiritual one. The Ark saved Noah
and his family physically from the floodwaters,
and this physical act proved to them their eternal
salvation. Baptism now corresponds to this! As
we who are baptized undergo a physical washing,
we are given tangible assurance that the grace of
God will save us from spiritual death. Water
baptism has thus two purposes. Not only does it
represent our spiritual washing (justification by
grace), but it also provides a source of assurance
(justification by faith): ‘as surely as water washes
away the dirt from the body, so certainly his
blood and his Spirit wash away my soul’s
impurity.’

What taints many a conversation of baptism is
the habit of seeing this ordinance as a ‘work’ to
be celebrated, but treating it with suspicion as to
its place in our salvation. Thus, my hope has
become that we would render back to God the
credit for this work, recognizing that the whole
of baptism is extra nos – ‘outside ourselves.’ The
ordinance of physical water baptism is as much a
gift from God as is the Baptism of the Spirit, for
the one reminds us of the other. External water
baptism washes our bodies in unity with Christ’s
blood washing away our sins, and the two
baptisms are not intended to be made separate.
Even in the book of Galatians, perhaps Paul’s
harshest polemic against the righteousness of
works, the example of Baptism is how Paul
assures the Galatian church of their salvation by
grace through faith: ‘in Christ Jesus you are all 

sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.’
(Galatians 3:27).

Still, there are the ‘what ifs’ that seem to
contradict my thoughts. What if a man only
receives the gospel on his deathbed, or what if a
woman is prevented from being baptized despite
her desire? We know from Scripture that we are
justified by the grace of God apart from anything
else. We also know from Scripture that our Lord
commands us to be baptized. No, ‘exceptions’ to
this do not constitute precedence for our
doctrine of Baptism, but they point all the more
to the vastness of the grace of God. For the thief
on the cross was given a promise from Christ,
that he would see paradise, which is the same
promise given to us in baptism: brought safely
through the water, we join Christ in his death and
will join him in paradise.

‘Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We

were buried therefore with him by baptism into death,
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in the

newness of life.’ (Romans 6:3-4)
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First John 4:7 states: “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God." The Bible
commands us to love others. Jesus even declares that the second greatest
command is to “love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39). But what
does it actually mean to love one another as Christ wants us to? 

Christianity in this day and age is in danger of embracing a postmodernist
approach to love. What exactly is postmodernism and why is it an issue for the
Christian church? The Canadian Center for Science and Education defines
postmodernism as a system of thought that “emphasizes pluralism and
relativism and rejects any certain belief and absolute value” (Forghani et al.).
Under the postmodernist view, everyone is correct and no one is wrong.
However, the ideology of postmodernism distorts a biblical understanding of
love and truth. Loving your neighbor has become about immediately affirming
the personal truth of each individual. While it is beneficial and good to value
people as they are, embracing individual lifestyles and identities is not
necessarily showing love. 

As Christians we need to show others, wherever they are at, that they are valued
and made in God’s image. However, we are not actually loving people in a
Christ-like manner if we embrace their sin. The way to show Christ-like love is
to lead others towards biblical truth, rather than supporting their “truth.” One
may argue that God is love and we need to support others' beliefs in order to
fulfill our duty as a loving Christian. However, this is tainting what actual godly
love looks like. Love is not becoming more accepting for the sake of becoming
less offensive. Postmodernism would have almost every belief accepted in this 

RECLAIMING LOVE
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way, but equating ‘love’ with mere acceptance changes how one views God. 

The greatest example of God’s love is demonstrated through the sacrifice of
His son. He sacrificed His Son for our sins while we were still sinners (Romans
5:8). God created a way for us to be reconciled to Him from the sin that
separates us. Our Father loves us, but He doesn’t accept or encourage us to stay
in our sin, rather He calls us to become holy and pleasing (Romans 12:1). We are
to throw off every sin that entangles us (Hebrews 12:1). 

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world
that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us
and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us,

we also ought to love one another. - 1 John 4:9-11 

We’re supposed to stand out and be different from the ways of the world, not
accept sin in fear of offending others. As Christians, we should be much more
fearful of disobeying God. We are called to be countercultural and not fall into
the patterns of this world.  

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing

and perfect will. - Romans 12:2
 

We cannot create our own definition of love and then equate that to God’s
character; if we do, we worship our own twisted version of love instead of the
God, who is love (1 John 4:8). 

First Corinthians 13 defines love and summarizes God’s character:

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of

wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. - 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

(Emphasis mine)

When we truly love others, we cannot delight in or accept sin. Rather, we
rejoice in guiding them towards the truth. 



"From the ashes a fire
shall be woken,

A light from the shadows
shall spring;

Renewed shall be blade
that was broken,

The crownless again shall
be king.”

― J.R.R. Tolkien, The
Fellowship of the Ring

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3204327


I am going to run with this topic for the rest of this
article. But do not get too attached to this extra-
planar benevolent spiritual creative creature. That
is not the point. We should not live our lives as
starving artists, focused on an ethereal spirit or
well of creative juice. Rather, we should use our
giftings as tools for intentional structured work
that grows Christian character and is
foundationally based on God. 

So, let's look at this idea of the ethereal well of
talent.

As an artist, I have and will continue to experience
that wretched thing known as ‘Writers/artist
block’. You might have felt something similar.
What do we do when our creative juices run dry,
when we can not make, or create? Do we look at
the greater creation around us? We go on a hike,
hear the bird song… or, more likely, skip the
outside part and instead listen to David
Attenborough talk about it on a nature
documentary. 

I took a songwriting class with a professor of
songwriting at Berklee College of Music—he
suggested no such thing. He stated that it would be

I was thinking to myself, and like a true academic,
I wrote my thoughts on the nearest napkin.
Something with which I think many
scatterbrained, creative people can connect. In this
particular instance, I was thinking of the
connection between myself and the art that I hold
as a sculptor of songs, clay, and paint. The source
of my creativity in the ancient world, at least that
of the Greco-Roman philosophers, would have
been believed to be a daemon. Some believed a
daemon, a benevolent ‘good spirit’ – that is felt
and not seen – brought wisdom and inspiration.
Thus, the one venerated was not the person, but
their Daemon, as this spirit was their source. 

This is something seemingly still seen in present-
day society. It is the idea that art, and thus all
creative work, comes from an ethereal well within
the artist. We understand this to be talent. Also
similar to this ancient idea is the belief that
individuals are born with varying degrees of
artistic ability. Some have more, and some have
less. This is reminiscent of the Greeks saying they
do not have a daemon– or at least not a good one,
and that they therefore do not have the ability to
bring greater wisdom into the world.
 
 

BEYOND THE
STARVING ARTIST:

RESTORATIVE
FORMATION

THROUGH SONG
WRITING

 
B Y  L U I S R A O U L  V I L L A L T A - S A N T A N A
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better for you in those moments to sit down and
still write music, to still write lyrics, and to pump
out melody from your exhausted creative mind.
Simply put, life as a songwriter might not always
let you sit down and forget to write for a month
or two. In a world where talent is king, where
creation is run by daemons, real value comes
from clocking in hours of hard work.

When it comes to the practical and what will
happen in actuality, it is important to be
intentional and not ethereal. Make this a job and
put work into it, even if that means it is not your
favorite thing to do. We perform for a world that
does not, so just perform. 

There is also an issue, however, when art
becomes merely a profession, merely a career
pursuit. This is what kills many artists. The
problem here is not that they are not making art,
but that their art no longer carries any personal
meaning. The song, painting, or article that nets
the most profit is often the one an artist hates the
most. These are the rushed pieces, the ones made hours
before the deadline in hope to cover the electricity bill.
I am of the mind that both Christian and non-
Christian artists should not produce their art out
of an ethereal well only; dependence on talent is
a crutch, it's unrealistic, it's an excuse to not
grow. Yet at the same time, the best songwriters
and artists are those that have the creative
muscles and discipline to work with the strength
of their own hands, arms and voice. 

That is why it can be intimidating to sit in a
room with a songwriter who has two-hundred
songs under his belt, all of which are above your
most inspired work. When you work, you pour
out your ethereal well. You scrape it dry, yet that
guy still seems to make better work than you,
even on a bad day. 

However, that's not talent, that's dedication.
That’s working from a strong foundation of both
talent and intentionality: he makes art a career
without a fear of losing a love for his craft. 

Artists have been building their careers like the
foolish man in Matthew 7:24-27. I understand
that all of us want the bungalow built in the sand,
and yes that might be the place to fill your
ethereal well. But a house with real walls and
concrete foundation, a paid-off mortgage, and a
white picket fence might be the place where your
silly songs support a family. We can not afford to
live out our call as Christians while clinging to
our own romanticized desires for the life of a
starving artist. Even if this kind of life is brought
to fruition through the workings of our God-
given gifts, that does not make it God-ordained.

Life would truly be easier if we had a daemon
that gave us all the wisdom. Life would be easier
if our society did not pressure the artisan to self-
hatred. However, is it not great that we have the
God of the universe who made the melodic
angels and the voice boxes of the songbirds? He is
the master architect of underground aquifers and
majestic mountain ranges. 

We live in a combative secular world that aims to
distract us from our real calling. In our work as
artists, we should establish a relationship between
faith and a mindset, not just of an ethereal well,
but of hard work. This balance can only come
from a reformative study of scripture. So call
unto the Lord for inspiration!
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BRANCHES
 

A  P O E M  B Y  M A I S E Y  J E F F E R S O N

40  |  GORDON REVIEW ARTS

A choice in the center 
A tree
With branches serpent-wrapped;
With fruit pleasing to the eye
Fruit appearing good for food,
But worm-ridden inside.

Sin within us
A tree
With branches bearing shame;
With roots deep 
Roots entangled and strong 
But unhealthy all the same.

A Servant with us 
A tree
With branches nailed to hands;
With a trunk stained red 
A trunk splintering his back
But wood dead and dormant as he hung his head.

A Savior before us 
A tree
With branches spanning East to West;
With leaves reaching heaven 
Leaves inseparable from sky 
Until they float back down when the trumpet   
 cries.

A Comforter in us 
A tree
With branches grafted;
With fruit that is pleasing 
Fruit of virtue, rich in the nutrient soul 
Waiting for the harvest and the right season.
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If you would like to respond to any of the
articles featured in this edition or on our
website, feel free to email: 

editors@thegordonreview.com. 

We accept responses not exceeding 750
words. 

If you are interested in joining our staff
or submitting an article/essay/poem to
be published in our next print
edition/online publication, feel free to
email:

Editor-in-Chief
(liam.siegler@gordon.edu)

Managing Editor 
(maisey.jefferson@gordon.edu)

Or visit thegordonreview.com/join-our-staff
 
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in
this publication are those of the authors.
They do not intend to proport or reflect
the opinions or views of the Gordon
Review editorial staff, or its members.
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WHO WE ARE: The Gordon Review is a student-run publication covering
issues related to student life, faith, politics, art, culture, and more. 

 
We are committed to the conservative perspective

The Gordon Review is dedicated to engaging our campus community with a diverse
array of perspectives rooted in conservative principles. We seek to foster an
environment where our ideas are discussed intelligently, explained with clarity, and
defended with integrity.  

We are committed to civil dialogue 

We are guided by the classically liberal ideas of open-discourse and free expression of
thought. Though our editorial stance is conservative, an environment of civility
requires intentionality from people of all commitments and faiths. For us, this means
that the content we write and the events we host will seek to foster important
conversations in ways contrary to how modern discourse is currently playing out. Our
goal at the Gordon Review is to be a force for mutual understanding and civil dialogue.

We are committed to good journalism

Journalism is storytelling. The importance of an honest story: one that conveys
meaning and fact independent of bias or an agenda, provides a shared understanding
for people of all kinds to engage with in dialogue. We hope to provide the Gordon
community with quality journalistic content.

We are committed to faith

At the foundation of all we write and publish is a dedication to the Christian faith. We
believe that only through the truth of Christianity and a disciplined pursuit of Christ
(Hebrews 11:6, James 2:14-26) can restoration, healing, and inner order of the soul be
found. We desire our opinions to honor God; to reflect what He says is wise and good.

Our commitment to community

We are dedicated to Christ, to each other, and hope to foster a community who share a
commitment to pursuing truth through conversation and open dialogue. This
publication is not designed to be a political platform. Instead, we desire to provide a
platform for people to come together and contribute to the greater Gordon
community through thought-provoking pieces, good journalism, campus initiatives,
and a diverse range of events. 

Want to contribute? Visit thegordonreview.com/submit


